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Arachniodes aristata 

 

Arachniodes aristata: Prickly Shield 

Fern 

Family: Dryopteridaceae 

Genus:  Arachniodes from the Greek 

arachne (a spider web), odes (like, 

resembling) in reference to the young 

fronds which are covered by fine hairs 

resembling cobwebs. 

Species: aristata, from the Latin, arista, 

(an awn , the bristle-like appendages on 

the glumes of grasses), in reference to the 

sharp tips on the pinnules. 

This is a terrestrial fern reaching a height 

of 120cm and spreading locally. The 

laminae are leathery green and shiny 

above and paler below. It grows in 

rainforests on drier slopes. 

 

 

Young frond with ‘cobweb’ appearance 

Spore pattern. Note the very 

sharp points on the tips of the 

pinnules 

Groove on the rachis 


